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WHAT WE DO

“Sharing Slovak Expertise” (SSE) is a separate 
instrument for bilateral development cooperation 
and also serves as support for other instruments 
defined in Medium-Term Strategy for Development 
Cooperation of the Slovak Republic for 2019-2023. 

How we work:
• we share professional experience in public 

administration and reforms
• we strengthen the capacity of public   

administrations in partner countries
• we organise study visits, seminars, and   

roundtables
• we provide traineeships and deploy experts
• we involve NGOs, academic institutions,  

the private sector, and other subjects

WHERE WE OPERATE

We focus on programme countries and 
development cooperation partner regions, 
in particular:
 
Western Balkans  
(Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Kosovo*, North Macedonia, and Serbia)

Eastern Partnership 
(Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine) 

If justified, this instrument may also be used in 
other developing countries (OECD DAC list) in 
which Slovakia has its embassy.

*This designation is without prejudice to positions 
on status, and is in line with UNSC Resolution no. 1244/1999 
and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

AID

2011-2020
So far, we have organised 186 diverse activities 
involving 885 people from a number of sectors 
and areas of public administration.  
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CRUCIAL MILESTONES

From summer 2011 to 2019, we actively used the 
‘Centre for Experience Transfer from Integration 
and Reforms’ (CETIR) as a flexible tool for 
Slovakia’s official development cooperation. 
In particular, CETIR’s role was to pass on Slovakia’s 
experience of integration into European and 
North Atlantic structures, as well as knowledge 
from the transformation process and the 
implementation of reforms. After almost nine 
years, CETIR was gradually transformed into 
a knowledge and experience tool – Sharing 
Slovak Expertise (SSE).

In 2018, the question of the route ahead of CETIR 
and its dissemination of ‘soft power’ and Slovakia’s 
reputation within the partner countries was 
raised. Almost 15 years after Slovakia’s accession 
to the EU and NATO, the time has come to rethink 
the mission and importance of CETIR.

It was not desirable to follow the theme of 
“transformation” for too long and at the same

time it was increasingly difficult to find Slovak 
experts who were still active from the time of 
our reform process. One of the ambitions was 
to build a “centre of excellence” from CETIR and 
then transform it into a separate instrument for 
Slovakia’s development cooperation.

2019 was a year of positive change. The Ministry 
of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic agreed to change the name of CETIR 
and to include it in the amended Development 
Cooperation Act No 392/2015 in the Official 
Journal of the Slovak Republic under the separate 
Section 9a – Providing knowledge and experience. 
The CETIR programme has thus officially become 
a tool for providing knowledge and experience – 
“Sharing Slovak Expertise” (SSE). 
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OVERVIEW OF AREAS SUPPORTED 

PARLIAMENTARY COOPERATION (2014, 2017)
The Parliamentary Institute, the analytical and 
information service of the Office of the National 
Council of the Slovak Republic, is actively involved 
in parliamentary development cooperation, 
intended for foreign parliaments, in particular for 
EU candidate and potential candidate countries. 
Experts from the National Council of the Slovak 
Republic have provided their expertise to 
partners from the Research Centre of the Office 
of the Parliament of the Republic of Albania, the 
Parliamentary Library and the Legislative Archives 
of the Parliamentary Institute of the Republic of 
Macedonia, as well as to partners from Moldova 
in strengthening the capacities of the respective 
Parliament.

WASTE MANAGEMENT (2016, 2018)
There was an exchange of experience at expert level 
with Moldova on the management of hazardous 
wastes. Waste management is also among the 
biggest environmental challenges in Albania.

We support Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) areas:
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To the Albanian delegation, the Slovak Ministry of 
the Environment’s experts presented the Slovak 
Republic’s accession process to the EU and its 
potential bottlenecks, legislation and history of legal 
landfilling and waste incineration and the related 
new challenges arising from EU membership. Part 
of the programme was dedicated to the increased 
need for waste sorting and at the same time 
awareness-raising. Experts from the Institute of 
Circular Economy (INCIEN) recommended, inter 
alia, to incorporate waste sorting into forthcoming 
legislation and to increase waste recycling.

FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION (2019)
We followed up on the study visit of the Serbian 
Anti-Corruption Agency by organising a seminar 
entitled “Unique Slovak Act on the Register of 
Public Sector Partners and its implementation 
in practice” for the Eastern Partnership countries 
and the Western Balkans region. The seminar 
was prepared in the context of the Slovak 
Chairmanship of the OSCE and was carried out 
with the participation of our leading actors and 
authors of the Act and its first amendment.

The OSCE invitation was also received by Professor 
Paola Severino, Special Representative of the OSCE 
Chairperson-in-Office (Minister of Foreign and 
European Affairs of the Slovak Republic, Miroslav 
Lajčák) on Combating Corruption and Irene 
Charalambides, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly 
Special Representative on Fighting Corruption 
(Cyprus). The lawyers A. Leontiev, and R. Pala, who 
participated in the so-called ‘major’ amendment 
to the Law and also in creating its original version, 
were at the same time, the content sponsors of 
the seminar. The main message was the need for 
cooperation to uncover hidden ownership structures 
in the context of the fight against corruption, money 
laundering, and the use of public resources. 
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CARDIOLOGY (2018, 2019)
Thanks to SlovakAid’s support, a successful 
mission of 11 doctors and nurses financed from 
SSE and a microgrant resources was repeated. 
Our team provided expertise to Kenya’s cardiac 
surgeons and medical staff during operations and 
examinations of children with congenital heart 
diseases in Mater Hospital, Nairobi.
9 paediatric patients were operated on, 28 
children were fully examined, and there were a 
total of 66 echocardiographic examinations.

SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (2012, 2013, 2014, 2019)
Through the activities of CETIR and SSE, we 
supported public administration reform and 
decentralisation in Ukraine. We provided technical 
assistance to representatives of municipalities 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina during a visit to 
the municipality of Kechnec, as well as to mayors 
from Moldova to whom we provided experience 
in the field of local economic development.
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PENSION REFORM (2018)
Legislators and experts from Georgia and 
Moldova took the opportunity to gain practical 
experience from Slovak partners on the pension 
system, namely Pillar I and Pillar II of the pension 
system, the introduction of a fully funded 
component and voluntary insurance schemes.

SUPPORT FOR CREATIVE INDUSTRIES (2019, 
2020)
Representatives of an NGO from Serbia also 
visited Slovakia. The objective of their study visit 
was to create conditions for the development 
of cooperation and contacts between 
representatives of the creative industries from 
the Serbian city of Niš and their counterparts 
from Bratislava. The Serbian partners familiarised 
themselves with the model of a public-private 
partnership to support the creative industries in 
Slovakia, their public support models, and were 
informed about the models they can implement 
in Serbia, as well as being acquainted with the 
functioning of successful co-working spaces in 
Bratislava.

HISTORY, REMEMBRANCE OF THE NATION AND 
ARCHIVAL RESEARCH (2018-2019)
We supported expert dialogue and the exchange 
of experience between our and Ukrainian 
historians and archivists, which should also 
contribute to the mutual scientific and media 
popularisation of our history. The Ukrainian 
partners presented the possibilities of exploring 
Slovak and Czechoslovak topics in the detached 
archives of the Security Service of Ukraine – ABSU 
to the specialist public and journalists. 
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EUR 36 071.90
10 activities 

47 participants

Countries 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Belarus
Montenegro

North Macedonia 
Serbia

2012

EUR 94 187.30
15 activities 

110 participants 

Countries 
Serbia

Montenegro
North Macedonia, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Tunisia

Iraq
Ukraine

Moldova
Western Balkans

Cyprus, Kenya
Israel, Georgia

2014

EUR 99 295.80
34 activities  

113 participants 

Countries 
Belarus

North Macedonia
Montenegro

Georgia
Moldova

Serbia
Iraq

Albania
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Ukraine, Vietnam
Western Balkans

2015

EUR 83 756.50
28 activities  

98 participants 

Countries 
Albania
Belarus
Georgia
Serbia

Moldova
Ukraine

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Palestine

2013

EUR 83 731.76
29 activities  

139 participants

Countries 
Serbia

North Macedonia, 
Montenegro

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Iraq, Egypt

Tunisia
Afghanistan

Moldova
China

Ukraine
Eastern Partnership

ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED 2011-2020

2012 2013 2014 20152011
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2019

EUR 102 632.00
19 activities 

113 participants

Countries
Kenya

Georgia, Ukraine
Serbia, Kazakhstan

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Palestine, Moldova

Western Balkans
Belarus
Albania

Montenegro
North Macedonia

2018

EUR 72 500.04 
18 activities  

124 participants

Countries
Serbia

Albania
Moldova
Georgia
Kenya

Ukraine
Belarus

2020

EUR 11 733.31
3 activities 

9 participants

Countries
Ethiopia
Georgia
Serbia

2017

EUR 55 933.15
14 activities 

70 participants

Countries
Moldova
Georgia

Iraq
Montenegro

Kosovo* 
Ukraine
Albania
Serbia

Eastern Partnership
Turkey

COVID-19

EUR 60 945.98
16 activities 

62 participants

Countries
Belarus

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Montenegro

Georgia
Israel
Kenya

Kosovo* 
Moldova

Serbia

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
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Costs in % by type of activity

100% = EUR 700 787.70

study visit

deployment of experts

workshop

internship

64% 

18%

9%

5%
2% other 

2% other 

10

EUR 448 504.13

EUR 14 015.75

EUR 126 141.78

EUR 63 070.89

EUR 35 039.38 EUR 14 015.75
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Study
visit

10 years
448 504,13 €
15 countries 

558 participants

Deployment
of experts

8 years
126 141,78 €
14 countries 

124 participants

Workshop

5 years
63 070,89 €
12 countries 

89 participants

Participants in % by
type of activity

100% = 885 participants

study visit 558 participants 

deployment of experts 124 participants 

workshop 89 participants 

conference 62 participants

internship 26 participants 

other 26 participants

11

 
 

63% 14% 

10%

7%
3% 3%
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Thus, the new source of information will help not 
only to correct knowledge of some key historical 
events in Slovakia’s modern history, but also 
to open up a completely new interpretation 
especially for those topics where Slovak 
historiography and journalism have so far lacked 
knowledge from the Soviet archives. At the same 
time, the Slovak experts provided Ukrainian 
colleagues with a presentation of their experience 
of using resources of a state-security nature in 
Slovakia and Czech Republic -The Archive of the 
National Memory Institute in Bratislava (Archív 
Ústavu pamäti národa) and The Archive of Security 
Services in Prague (Archiv bezpečnostních složek).

SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPLE (2018, 2019, 2020)
In cooperation with GLOBSEC, we welcomed 
students from Montenegro, Georgia, North 
Macedonia, Serbia, and Ukraine in Slovakia. 
Serbia was represented by the student winners 
of the Dr Predrag Simić Prize. The other students 
were the winners of the best essay competition, all 
of whom participated in the 2019 Bratislava Forum 
GLOBSEC Security Conference. 

12



1312

WATER MANAGEMENT (2019)
The Eastern Partnership countries are a traditional 
recipient of Slovakia’s official development 
assistance and SlovakAid provides for long-term 
support of water projects in these countries. For 
both Georgia and Moldova, the topic of water and 
sanitation, including potable water supply and 
water and waste management, is one of the main 
sectoral priorities. The training seminar followed 
the successful previous cycle of regional courses 
on equal opportunities which, together with 
the Israeli development agency MASHAV, were 
carried out in 2016 and 2017 in the framework 
of the trilateral cooperation between the Slovak 
Republic - Israel - Eastern Partnership countries.

ELECTIONS AND ELECTORAL ADMINISTRATION 
(2020)
Administrators of the National Electoral Board 
of Ethiopia (NEBE) visited Slovakia at the end 
of February. The main reason for their visit was 
the sharing of Slovak experiences in organising 
elections with their Ethiopian counterparts. Slovakia 
has thus contributed, as part of a common European 

effort, to better secure the historical parliamentary 
elections in Ethiopia, which were initially due to take 
place in August 2020. However, due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, they were postponed indefinitely. 

13
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SOCIAL MEDIA MONITORING (2020)
The first activity with the NGO MEMO 98 on the 
social media monitoring methodology and the 
processing of live data from social networks during 
election campaigns was approved in October 2020. 
Through the SSE and including the 
cooperation with MEMO 98, we are 
opening new topical issues related 
to social media and its links with 
elections in the partner countries 
of the Slovak Republic.

PRISON REFORM (2013, 2014)
A seminar on the Eastern 
Partnership Multilateral Project 
“Reform of Prisons” took place in 
Bratislava in November 2013.The 
event was organised by the Ministry 
of Foreign and European Affairs 
of the Slovak Republic through 
the CETIR programme and the 
Ministry of Justice of the Slovak 
Republic. The expert sponsor of the seminar was the 
Prison Guard Corps (ZVJS) of the Slovak Republic. 

The seminar was attended by government 
representatives from Azerbaijan, Armenia, 
Georgia, and Moldova. Belarus and Ukraine had 
representatives from NGOs. 

The main objective was to map the 
current state of prison systems in 
Eastern Partnership countries, in 
particular in terms of compliance of 
legislation and applied practice with 
Recommendation (REC/2006/2) 
of the Committee of Ministers of 
the Council of Europe to member 
states on the European Prison Rules. 
In 2014, the ZVJS also cooperated 
with the Prison Department of the 
Ministry of Justice of the Republic of 
Moldova. In order to approximate 
the rules to European legislation, 
the Slovak prison has undergone 
a similar development to that of 
Moldovan prison system. With the 

financial support of CETIR, exchange traineeships 
were carried out in Slovakia and Moldova.

14
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The Slovak delegation also visited the BioSense 
research institute at the University of Novi Sad.

MEMORANDA AND COOPERATION AGREEMENTS
Many of the CETIR/SSE activities helped to open 
or develop expert dialogue between partner 
organisations, in particular within the Western 
Balkans region and the Eastern Partnership 
countries. Communication and sharing of expertise 
helped to conclude several Memoranda and 
Cooperation Agreements:
 
• The Judicial Academy of the Slovak Republic and 

State School Inspectorate with partners from 
Montenegro (2013)

• The Slovak Competition Authority with a partner 
office in Moldova (2014)

• The Slovak Energy and Innovation Agency (SIEA) 
signed a Memorandum on Cooperation with 
the Innovation Fund of the Republic of Serbia 
(2018). 

The Cooperation Agreement between the Slovak 
National Memory Institute and the Security Service

15

PROMOTING INNOVATION (2018)
Experts from the Slovak Innovation and Energy 
Agency (SIEA) have established cooperation 
coordinated by the Embassy of the Slovak Republic 
in Belgrade and the Cabinet of the Minister for 
Innovation and Technological Development of the 
Republic of Serbia. An exchange of experience on 
the implementation of innovation workshops has 
been agreed in order to explain the importance and 
substance of the innovation process and to familiarise 
participants with the methodology for generating 
innovative ideas. SIEA experts carried out workshops 
for students of the grammar school Gymnázium Jána 
Kollára in Báčsky Petrovec (sr. Bački Petrovac), for 
entrepreneurs in the Business and Innovation Centre, 
also located in Bački Petrovac, and the students’ 
workshops at the Faculty of Arts and the Department 
of Slovak Studies of the University of Novi Sad. 
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of Ukraine in the field of archival research, scientific 
research and the publication of documents on 
political repression in the 20th century was signed 
in Kiev on February 20, 2020. The agreement 
was preceded by three joint SSE activities aimed 
at exchanging experience in archival research 
and strategic communication, a seminar for 
journalists and historians, and participation in the 
international scientific conference in the Slovak 
municipality of Stará Lesná.

WHICH COUNTRIES WE SUPPORTED
In the first half of 2020, 3 activities were carried 
out – 2 study visits for experts from Ethiopia 
and Georgia and 1 deployment of a Slovak 
expert to Serbia. The successful start-up activities 
of the SSE came to a halt for an indefinite period 
of time by the global COVID-19 pandemic and 
restrictions related to the closure of borders. 

Ethiopia, Georgia and Serbia

Albania, Belarus, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Moldova, Palestine, 
North Macedonia, 

Serbia, and Ukraine

A social media monitoring activity during election 
campaigns was approved in October.

In 2019, we prepared and implemented 17 
SSE activities – 8 study visits, 4 deployments 
of experts, 4 conferences/seminars and 1 
traineeship. The beneficiaries of our assistance 
were Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, 
Palestine, North Macedonia, Serbia, and Ukraine 
for a total value of EUR 102 632.00.

CETIR’s task continued in 2018 in exchanging 
experience on reforms, implementing EU policies, 
and improving good governance with partners 
from Albania, Belarus, Georgia, Kenya, Moldova, 

16
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Serbia, and Ukraine for a total value of EUR 72 
500.00. We carried out a total of 17 activities 
aimed at strengthening partner countries’ 
reform efforts, fulfilling their European 
perspective and improving good governance 
of public administration through study visits, 
dispatching of Slovak experts, internships in 
ministries, and workshops. 

The sharing of Slovak experiences in 2018 
covered various areas, including economic, social, 
environmental or cultural reforms.

In 2017 CETIR also aimed to further deepen the 
contacts of Slovak experts with representatives 
of the state authorities, in particular from 
the Western Balkans region and the Eastern 
Partnership countries.

In 2017, 14 activities took place in the form of 
short-term study visits, workshops, traineeships 
of diplomats from partner Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs in the Slovak ministries and expert 
consultations of Slovak government experts 
abroad for Albania, Montenegro, Georgia, Iraq, 
Kosovo*, Moldova, Serbia, Turkey, and Ukraine for 
a total value of EUR 55 933.00

Activities mainly focused on strengthening 
reform efforts in the security sector, fulfilling 
the European perspective, and improving good 
governance of public affairs through study visits, 
internships in ministries, and workshops.

Albania, Belarus, 
Georgia, Kenya, 

Moldova, Serbia, 
and Ukraine

Albania, 
Montenegro, 

Georgia, 
Iraq, 

Kosovo*, 
Moldova, 

Serbia, 
Turkey, 

and Ukraine 
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SLOVAK PARTNERS AND INTERPRETERS
The SSE’s approved activities are carried out 
by SAIDC in close cooperation with the Slovak 
embassies abroad. The Slovak embassies initiate 
and submit individual proposals in accordance 
with the needs of the partner institutions. 

Every year, ministries and other central 
government bodies, municipalities, universities, 
NGOs, and addressed Slovak experts contribute 
to the successful implementation of study visits 
and seminars in Slovakia.

Last but not least, interpreters should also be 
mentioned, without whom it would be more 
time-consuming to pass on Slovakia’s experience 
to foreign partners without sufficient foreign 
language skills. 
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Pražská 7
811 04 Bratislava
 
info@slovakaid.sk 
www.slovakaid.sk
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